
Grammar for Writers
LESSON 2

Beyond the Basics
Essential Question: How do writers use every part of a sentence to create clarity 
and style?
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Bellringer
Which word correctly completes the sentence?

"The frightened owl flew _____ the forest."

A
quickly

B
under

C
they

D
beautiful

Cast your vote — we'll discuss your answers together as a class!
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Yesterday's Learning
In our last lesson, we broke down the anatomy of a sentence from the ground up. Here's a quick recap of what we covered:

Subjects & Verbs
The who and the action — the two 
essential building blocks of every 
sentence.

Complete Thoughts
What makes a sentence a sentence 
— a full idea that stands on its own.

Clauses & Sentence Anatomy
How sentences are structured 
internally, and how clauses combine 
to build meaning.

Today we finish building the writer's complete toolbox.
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The Writer's Tool box 
Every word in the English language belongs to one of eight categories. Together, they give writers total control over meaning, tone, and 
style.

Already Covered ✓

Nouns

Pronouns

Verbs

Adjectives

New Tools 🎯

Adverbs

Prepositions

Conjunctions

Interjections
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Adverbs
Adverbs are the words that modify verbs, adjectives, or even other adverbs. They add 
precision and energy to your writing by answering four key questions:

How?
The athlete ran quickly.

When?
She arrived early.

Where?
The kids played outside.

To what extent?
The music was extremely loud.

Strong writers choose adverbs carefully — and know when a better verb makes the 
adverb unnecessary.
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Writer's Choice
Which sentence is stronger?

OPTION A

The lion walked slowly through the grass.

A weak verb (walked) is propped up by an adverb (slowly).

OPTION B ✓

The lion stalked its prey through the grass.

One precise verb replaces both the weak verb and the adverb — 
and creates a vivid image.

This is the writer's rule: a stronger verb often replaces a weak verb plus an adverb. Use adverbs intentionally, not as a crutch.
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Prepositions
Prepositions show the relationship between a noun (or pronoun) and another 
word in the sentence. They tell readers where, when, or how something 
happens — anchoring ideas in time and space.

Place
in · on · under · beside · across · 
through · between

Time
during · after · before · until · since

Relationship
despite · without · within · beyond · among
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Find the Prepositions
Identify every preposition in the sentence below.

"The hikers crossed the river after sunset despite the heavy rain."

Read it carefully — there is more than one! Once you've identified them, ask yourself: what relationship does each preposition show? Does 
it indicate time, place, or contrast?

after
Shows time — the crossing happened after a specific moment.

despite
Shows contrast or condition — something happened in spite of 
the rain.

Two prepositions! How does each one change the meaning of the sentence?
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Conjunctions
Conjunctions are the connectors of the English language. They join words, phrases, and clauses — and they control the logical relationship between ideas.

Coordinating Conjunctions

FANBOYS

F

For

A

And

N

Nor

B

But

O

Or

Y

Yet

S

So

Subordinating Conjunctions

These introduce dependent clauses and show a more complex 
relationship between ideas.

because

although

since
unless

while

after · before
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Why Writers Need Conjunctions
One small word completely changes the relationship between ideas.

WITHOUT CONJUNCTIONS

The rain stopped.

We continued hiking.

These two sentences feel disconnected — the reader doesn't 
know how they relate.

WITH CONJUNCTIONS

The rain stopped, so we continued hiking.

Although the rain stopped, the trail remained muddy.

Each conjunction creates a completely different story from the 
same two facts.

Notice how "so" shows cause-and-effect, while "although" shows contrast. The conjunction you choose shapes how readers 
interpret your meaning.
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Interjections
Interjections are words or short phrases that express sudden, strong emotion. They stand apart from the rest of the sentence — often 
followed by an exclamation point or a comma.

Wow!
Surprise or awe

Ouch!
Pain or shock

Hey!
Attention or greeting

Seriously?
Disbelief or sarcasm

Incredible!
Strong admiration

Use them sparingly. Interjections create energy in dialogue or creative writing, but too many weaken formal writing and make the tone feel 
unprofessional. A single well-placed interjection carries far more impact than a dozen scattered throughout.
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Sentence Expansion
Watch a simple sentence grow — one grammar tool at a time.

Start Simple
The bird flew. — A complete sentence, but plain and thin on 
detail.

Add an Adjective
The small bird flew. — Now we know something about the bird's 
size.

Add a Prepositional Phrase
The small bird flew across the lake. — Now we know where it 
went.

Add an Adverb
The small bird flew gracefully across the lake. — Now we can 
picture how it moved.

Each grammar layer adds a new dimension. This is how writers build vivid, precise sentences from the simplest starting points.

Mitchell Carter
teacherdarren.com



Compound Subjects
A compound subject contains two or more subjects that share the same verb. 
Compound subjects are joined by a conjunction — most often and or or — and 
they help writers express more complex actions without writing multiple 
separate sentences.

Jack and Ralph argued.
Two characters, one shared action. The conjunction and links them.

Kes and Ty slept peacefully.
A compound subject showing two people in the same state.

The teacher and the principal greeted students.
Compound subjects don't have to be names — they can be noun phrases 
too.
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Compound Predicates
A compound predicate is the flip side of a compound subject. Here, one subject performs two or more actions, joined by a conjunction. This 
allows writers to show a sequence or combination of actions efficiently in a single sentence.

Neelix stretched and yawned.
One subject, two physical actions 
happening in sequence.

The students listened and took 
notes.
Two simultaneous actions — both 
connected to the same subject.

The storm arrived and passed 
quickly.
Compound predicate with an adverb 
modifying the full action.

Key difference: compound subject = multiple who; compound predicate = multiple what.
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Sentence Lab
Put your skills to the test. Analyze this sentence carefully:

"The exhausted firefighters and paramedics worked tirelessly throughout the dangerous night."

Subjects
firefighters · paramedics

(compound subject)

Verb
worked

Adjectives
exhausted · dangerous

Adverb
tirelessly

Prepositional Phrase
throughout the dangerous night

Notice how every grammar element adds a layer of meaning — and together, they create a powerful image of dedication under pressure.
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Writer's Effect
Which sentence creates a stronger image in the reader's mind?

SENTENCE A

The wind blew.

Grammatically complete — but it tells us almost nothing. We have 
no picture, no feeling, no atmosphere.

SENTENCE B ✓

The freezing wind howled through the empty streets.

An adjective, a precise verb, and a prepositional phrase 
transform a flat statement into a scene we can feel.

Grammar is not just about correctness — it's about power. Every tool you've learned today helps writers paint pictures, control emotion, 
and guide the reader's experience.
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Notebook Challenge
Write three original sentences — one for each grammar focus.

1
Sentence 1
Include at least one adjective and one adverb. Think about how they 
add detail and texture to your image.

2
Sentence 2
Include a compound subject and one prepositional phrase. Show two 
subjects doing something in a specific place or time.

3
Sentence 3
Include one conjunction and a compound predicate. Connect two 
actions performed by the same subject.

Underline each grammar element you use. Be creative — the more vivid 
your sentences, the better!
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Peer Review
Exchange notebooks with a partner. Can they spot every grammar element?

Your partner will read your three sentences and try to correctly identify each of the following elements. If they can't find one — or if it's not 
clearly there — revise the sentence together until it works.

01

Find the adjective and adverb
Are they clearly modifying a noun and a 
verb?

02

Find the preposition
Does it show a clear relationship of time, 
place, or condition?

03

Find the conjunction
Does it logically connect two ideas or 
actions?

04

Find the compound subject or predicate
Is there more than one subject or more than one verb?

05

Revise together if needed
Collaboration makes writing stronger. Don't be afraid to rewrite!
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Exit Ticket
Identify every part of speech you can find in this sentence:

"Although the nervous students quietly completed the difficult examination before lunch, they remained surprisingly confident."

Conjunction
Although

Adjectives
nervous · difficult · confident

Adverbs
quietly · surprisingly

Preposition
before

Pronoun
they

Nouns
students · examination · lunch

How many did you catch? This sentence uses every major part of speech we've studied. If you found them all, you're thinking like a writer.
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Looking Ahead

Tomorrow, We Become Editors.
Now that you know how sentences are built, it's time to learn how to fix them when they break. In our next 
lesson, we'll develop the eye of a skilled editor.

Sentence Fragments
Incomplete thoughts that are missing a subject, 
a verb, or both.

Run-on Sentences
Two or more complete thoughts crammed 
together without proper punctuation or 
conjunctions.

Comma Splices
Two independent clauses joined only by a comma — a very common error, even for experienced 
writers.

Remember: the best writers are also the best editors. See you tomorrow!
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