Watership Down

Student Reader’s Companion
A Classroom Guide for Readers
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The Journey to T EuEEE.
Watership Down ~{¢

Watership Down is the harrowing and triumphant tale
of a brave band of rabbits who, spurred by a terrifying
premonition, flee the imminent destruction of their
warren. Led by the practical Hazel and his visionary
younger brother Fiver, the group sets out across

the treacherous English countryside to establish a
new home. Along their journey, they must navigate
the unforgiving natural world, face terrifying ~
adversaries, and forge a new society.

Widely celebrated as a modern classic, the novel
masterfully blends epic adventure with rich
allegory, captivating generations of readers.
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The Storyteller:
Richard Adams . W

Biography & Origins
Richard Adams (1920-2016) did not initially set out to write a
literary masterpiece. The sweeping epic of Watership Down

was born from spontaneous tales he told to his two daughters
during long car rides through the countryside.

Publication History

Despite the story’s inherent brilliance, Adams faced a
grueling path to publication. The manuscript endured
numerous rejections from publishers before finally being
accepted and published in 1972.

Literary Significance .

o ' Upon its release, the novel defied all expectations, rapidly )~/

-~ ascending to become an international bestseller and /C([/ N
cementing Adams’s legacy as a master of modern o

mythmaking and environmental storytelling. n

1920—2016
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: Fiver =
g A A calm and practical leader whose A deeply sensitive and visionary younger ‘
E © - B greatest strength is bringing brother who guides the group’s perilous

R O different rabbits together. quest through his unique and startling foresight.
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Bigwig
A fiercely courageous fighter
whose sheer physical strength

and bravery protect the warren
from deadly threats.

Dandelion
A gifted and engaging

storyteller who keeps the rabbits’

rich mythology and ancient
legends alive.

Blackberry

A brilliant and innovative
strategist who devises clever _
solutions to ensure the survival Vo
of the group. SN

Kehaar

A loud but remarkably helpful
gull who forms an unlikely yet

vital friendship with the rabbit
band.
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Allies & Warren Mates

Silver

Buckthorn
A steadfast supporting A strong and dependable A steady and reliable
member of the rabbit band supporting character who supporting rabbit who
whose difficult journey tests adds vital numbers and consistently contributes to the
his endurance and loyalty. strength to Hazel’s fledgling group’s ongoing fight for
community. freedom.
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Pipkin
A small and loyal supporting
member of the warren whose
presence powerfully

highlights the themes of
friendship and community.
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The Expanded Band

Bluebell

A resilient supporting
character who brings a unique
spirit and endurance to the

Strawberry

A notable supporting rabbit
whose unique experiences reflect
the difficult choices required to

rabbits’ quest for a new home. achieve true freedom. _
~G "‘ B
P
Hawkbit Campion .
A supporting member of the A complex supporting character 3

whose actions intersect heavily
with the rigid authonty of his
leaders.

band who must learn to trust
in Hazel’s leadership during
their harrowing journey.
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3 The Shadow of Authority

~ / J \ £/ : ?
},.'
4
General Woundwort
An imposing, fiercely intelligent, and deeply dangerous antagonist whose
\ absolute authority threatens the very freedom and survival of Hazel’s band.
\'x \ 4
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- Frith
The Sun-god, revered
by all rabbits.

A Guide to
Rabbit Language

El-ahrairah

The legendary rabbit hero
and ultimate trickster
of their mythology.

oo
Y

Hrududu

A human motor vehicle,
viewed as a strange,

. 5
Y

noisy beast.
Warren < O
The elite class of
The underground strong rabbit guards

rabbit colony and

community home. who protect the

warren’s leaders.
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PART ONE

<=>- The Journey Begins &= <

Hazel and the rabbits leave Sandleford Warren
in search of a safer place to live. Their journey

will test their courage, their loyalties,
and their hope for the future.

-— -


Darren
(c)2026 trdarren.com


%

&\

e \}\\.'7

AncCi™

~ath

o ..‘ —— \;.hu \:\.

7/

wdindiid

ocabulary §

Creosote
Culvert
Warren
Yearling
Buoyant
Decency
Oppressive

Chapter 1

/s

/’
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Reading Questions

1. Why is Fiver given that name, and what
does it suggest about his status in the warren?

2. What is the relationship between Hazel and
Fiver, and how does it shape their actions?

3. What do Fiver and Hazel see near the
warren, and why does it fill Fiver with dread?

4. How does the atmosphere of the opening

chapter prepare the reader for the journey
ahead?
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Chapter 2

g o Vocabulary

Statesman Sensible =~ Myxomatosis
Emigration Seldom Dejected

Reading Questions

1. Who are the Owsla, and what

role do they play in the structure
of Sandleford Warren?

2. How does the Chief Rabbit
respond to Fiver’s warning,
and what does this reveal about
leadership in the warren?
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Reading Questions
1. Which rabbits decide to leave

the warren after moonrise, and
what finally convinces them?

2. Do you believe Fiver’s vision? What
evidence in the chapter supports or
undermines it?

3. Would you leave the warren if you were in Hazel’s
position? Explain your reasoning.

A NotebooklM
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Reading Questions

1. Why do most of the rabbits who leave come from the edges of the warren rather
than the centre?

Who tries to stop the group from leaving, and how does Bigwig respond?
What mixture of emotions do the rabbits seem to feel as they abandon Sandleford?

Punctuality
Imminent
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Vocabulary
€ Companion

Reading Questions

Who is El-ahrairah, and what qualities make him
important in rabbit storytelling?

Why does Dandelion compare Hazel to El-ahrairah
at this early stage of the journey?
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Vocabulary

Appreciatively
Responsive
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Reading Questions

1. Who is Frith, and how do the rabbits understand
his relationship to the world?

2. What gift does Frith give the rabbits in the

story, and why is it both a blessing and a burden?
3. What type of story is this chapter telling, and
why might the rabbits need such stories?
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Chapter 7 " = / Vocabulary
' , = o e Windward
k- Reading Questions $ s ~ Perplexity
} 1. How does Hazel restore Bigwig’s ' %t ] : | , Wily

confidence after the group’s first serious
_ setback?
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/ Z Chapter 8
i-/ Vocabulary

Evidently
Grudgingly
Worthy
Agitated

Reading Questions

1. What kind of place is Hazel searching for, and
why does he beheve it will make the journey
worthwhlle'?

2. How do the rabbits eventually cross the river?

3. Whose idea is it to use the floating wood, and
what does this reveal about the group?

4. Why do some of the rabbits struggle to .
understand the plan at ﬁrst” e d '
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Chapter 9

Vocabulary

Coax
Ubiquitous

Reading Questions
1. Where do the rabbits stop to rest, and what makes the location both
useful and risky?

2. What injury does Pipkin suffer, and how does the group respond to his
weakness?



Chapter 10

Vocabulary
[naudible
Deceive
Expression

Reading Questions

1. What does the thick mist represent for
the rabbits at this point in their journey?

2. How does the quotation in the chapter
create a sense of approaching danger?
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Checkpoint Writing Task

Write a personal narrative from the perspective of one
rabbit describing the journey so far.
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Chapter 11

Vocabulary

Ominous
Trepidation
Desolate
Lurking
Foreboding

Obscured
Conceal
Dread

Reading Questions

1. How does the change in the landscape affect the
rabbits’ mood and behaviour?
2. Which details in the description make the forest feel
increasingly dangerous?
3. What encounter heightens the group’s fear, and how
do they react?
4. What strategy do the rabbits use to move through the
darkness, and why is it necessary?

2 (‘
2 S
R w2

' %9»‘ _.Qw‘ sl




=3
LS N At
b2z 20N

Chapter 12

Vocabulary
Barren
Exposed
Oppressive
Vulnerable
Traverse

Vast
Unyielding

Reading Questions

1. How does the open downland change the way
the rabbits must travel and think?

2. Which words and images create a strong sense
of exposure and vulnerability?
Compare the atmosphere of the open downs
with the forest in the previous chapter.
What might the oppressive sky symbolise about
the challenges still ahead?
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Chapter 13

Vocabulary

Turbulence
Impending
Tumultuous
Ominous
Portend
Foreshadow
Intensify
Despair

Reading Questions

How does the rapidly changing weather reflect the
rabbits’ growing sense of danger?

What sensory details does Adams use to make the
approaching storm feel immediate?

What might the gathering storm clouds symbolise at
this stage of the journey? (
What evidence suggests that the greatest test of the
group is still to come?
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"} Chapter 14

Vocabulary

Pervasive
Relentless
Shroud
Inevitability
Resigned
Obscured
Faint

Reading Questions

How does the relentless rain shape the mood and
pace of the chapter?

. What images create a feeling that the rabbits are
trapped or overwhelmed?

. How does Adams use shadow, rain, and limited
visibility to build tension?

. What does the sense of resignation among the
rabbits reveal about their current state?




"> Chapter 15

Vocabulary

Resolve
Reconnaissance
Refuge
Dominion
Vigilant
Resourceful

Reading Questions

Who do the rabbits meet in this chapter, and what
first impressions do they form of him?

. How does the new warren appear different from
Sandleford, and why does this make some of the
rabbits suspicious?

. What details suggest that something is not quite
right about the strangers and their way of life?

. How does Hazel respond to the invitation, and what
does this reveal about his leadership at this stage?




Vocabulary

Authoritarian
Oppression
Vigilance
Surveillance
Regimented

Tyranny

Intimidation

Reading Questions

14

2:

In what ways does the physical setting of Efrafa
reinforce the idea of control and fear?

How does Woundwort use both force and structure
to keep the warren obedient?

How does life in Efrafa differ from the more
traditional warren life the rabbits once knew?
What long-term effects might constant fear and __
regulation have on the rabbits living there? .

.




I Chapter'j
/. The Shining Wire

| Vocabulary

A" 2« Impiety ¢ + Intolerable
71 ¢ * Tumult ¢ * Blunders
@ * Acquiescence & * Deceive

Reading Questions

1. What does Fiver’s story reveal about the
true nature of the strange warren?

2. Why have the rabbits in this place lost the ) '
instincts that once protected them? prok

3. What does the rule against asking where
missing rabbits have gone suggest about
the warren’s secrets?

_ \ 7 A A | . How is Bigwig rescued, and what does this
s N el "1 | 4. moment show about the group’s loyalty?

What finally convinces Strawberry that he 3
must leave with Hazel's band? g 3 4
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About the Author

Mitchell Darren Carter is an American international educator with more than a
decade of experience teaching English, literature, debate, and critical thinking in
Taiwan, Vietham, and Indonesia. He currently teaches Cambridge IGCSE English
at Springfield School in Jakarta, Indonesia, where he designs rigorous, engaging
curriculum for multilingual learners.

Before entering education, Mitchell spent more than fifteen years in executive
management before pursuing a career in ministry. These diverse professional
experiences have shaped a teaching philosophy centered on critical thinking,
authentic communication, and meaningful learning.

Mitchell holds a Bachelor of Arts in Pastoral Ministries, a Master of Arts in
Theological Studies, and a Master of Education in Advanced Teaching and 21st
Century Learning. His work focuses on designing scaffolded instructional
resources that help students become thoughtful readers, confident writers, and
independent analytical thinkers.

His classroom materials emphasize close reading, Writer's Effect, vocabulary
development, and evidence-based literary analysis while remaining accessible to
English language learners. Every resource is developed through classroom
practice and refined to support student engagement and long-term learning.

When he is not teaching or writing curriculum, Mitchell enjoys classic literature,
educational technology, travel throughout Asia, and spending time with his
family and three cats.

For additional teaching resources, visit teacherdarren.com.
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This resource is provided free of charge for individual classroom use by teachers and
students.

You may print, distribute, and use this resource with your own classes for educational
purposes.

You may not reproduce, modify, adapt, translate, upload, republish, redistribute, sell, or
share this work, in whole or in part, in any format, without the express written permission of
the copyright holder.

This resource may not be posted to websites, shared through file-sharing services, included
in commercial products, or claimed as another person's work.

If you wish to reproduce or adapt any portion of this resource beyond individual classroom
use, please obtain written permission from the author.
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